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OUR TREASURE OF LIGHT. 



i. 

GOD CALLING US TO HIS LIGHT 

IN JESUS. 

2 Cor. iv. 7. 

" IVe have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the 
power may be of God y and not of us." 

TpHIS treasure, "the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God," the glory mani- 
fested in His Blessed Son, the glory which not 
only shone forth from Him in the days of His 
flesh, for thosfe who saw Him on the holy 
mount, which not only, after His ascension, en- 
lightened the dying eyes of the Martyr Stephen, 
and became the beacon-fire and illuminating 
guide to him who had been a persecutor and in- 
jurious, 1 but which also created the Christian 
Church, and has been its comfort and joy through 
eighteen centuries of difficulty and sorrow,-— this 
treasure, so new and yet so old, so thoroughly an 

1 Acts vii. 555 xxvi. 1^— ^o. 
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inheritance from those who have gone before, 
yet withal as personal a possession for every 
child of God as if none other had ever been 
gladdened by it, — this treasure, so wonderfully 
precious, that the richest man on earth would, 
if in earnest, rejoice to part with all that he 
hath in order to buy it; yet so marvellously 
within our reach, that he that hath no money 
can have it for his very own to-day, if he will 
but give for it himself; — -this treasure, O my 
friends, that they who have it may value it ten 
thousand times more than they have ever done, 
and that they who have it not, may gain it now, 
whatever else they may lose, now while they 
have time, now that they may enter, by virtue 
of it, the still-open gate of Heaven ;«— this trea- 
sure is the subject and the object of this Mission 
Week, as indeed it is the subject and object of 
all that ministerial work which has been going 
on steadily in this place for many a year. 

For, let us recollect, it is no new doctrine 
which we are about to preach unto you, na new 
path which we shall invite you to tread, no new 
thing which we would bid you do. Rather, it is 
to the old commandment which ye heard from 
the beginning, the Catholic faith once for all 
delivered unto the saints, the one narrow way 
pointed out by the Divine Teacher Himself; 
the life, not of passing excitement, but of quiet 
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growth in whatsoever things are pure, and 
honest, and lovely, — it is to these that we would 
draw you. Christ Crucified, believed on as 
{he glorious Son, the Incarnate Word, the All- 
sufficient Sacrifice, the Quickening Spirit, the 
only Mediator, the Everlasting Refuge, the Cen- 
tre of the Church for time and for eternity— 
Christ Crucified is now as always to be set be- 
fore you, in the teachings, and prophecies, and 
warnings, and consolations of His holy Word, 
in the services, the benedictions, the absolutions 
of His holy Church, in the stillness, and peace, 
and strength, and light of His Holy Communion, 
in the awful nearness and inward pleadings and 
direct exhortation of His holy Person, speaking 
with you face to face, if only you will hear. 
cc Hear, and your soul shall live ;" for He which 
speaketh to you is Himself your life, and if He 
abideth in you, it will be from your inmost heart 
and not merely from our stammering lips that 
the happy voice will come, " Thanks be unto 
God for His unspeakable gift I" 1 God grant, 
that some at least may be enabled so to bless 
Him for the priceless treasure of His Son, re- 
vealed to them in all the love of His Passion, 
and in all the fulness of His merits, and in all 
the riches of His grace. 

The call has come that we would carry back 

1 2 Cor. ix. i ^. 
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to you those blessed bestowals of oar Lord 
which hare brightened the daihn e ss and soft- 
ened the sufferings of fife; that we would re- 
mind you of the one thing which is needful, 
even where carefulness and trouble hare seemed 
to make you quite secure ; that we would strive 
to win you from the decettfumess of sin, and 
the bondage of the world, and the subdety of 
self, to Him Whose serrioe is so safe, such 
thorough freedom, so ennobling in its very self- 
sacrifice ; that we would try to shake your con- 
fidence in the things which perish with the using, 
and to fasten it on Him Who faikth never, 
being not only our satisfying portion here, but 
hereafter our exceeding great reward; that we 
would <c reprove, rebuke, exhort you," 1 — reprove 
by convincing you that die life which you fan- 
cied blameless is really full of sin ; rebuke, by 
telling you plainly die deadly peril and the utter 
hatefulness of your present habits ; exhort you, 
as you love your soul, to press toward the mark 
for this prize which is before us ; that we would 
" be instant in season and out of season,"— in 
season when you expect admonition, out of sea- 
son when advice is an offence to you ; that we 
would, in short, do the work of Evangelists for 
a few days here in such a manner as to leave its 
mark for ever after, I do not say on other men 

1 2 Tim. i*. x. 
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and women, but on our own life and ministry. 
This is the call. Who is sufficient for such a 
task, for such a burden I . 

Yet after all it is no human voice which in 
reality is summoning us to take up our post in 
the work which is so great and large, no human 
voice, though its utterance is echoed by our 
Fathers in God 1 as well as by our brother 
Priests. It is indeed the voice of a Man, for 
Jesus Christ is sending us forth ; but it is the 
voice of One Who hath all power in heaven 
and in earth, 2 and Who speaks to us out of the 
glory which He had with God as His Only- 
begotten Son before the world was. 3 It is this, 
and this alone which encourages us, though we 
Stand trembling, to say, in answer to His solemn 
question, " Whom shall I send, and who will go 
for Us ?" " Here am I, send me." 4 

Surely when we look at the infidelity, the un- 
cleanness, the dishonesty, the pride, the vanity, 
the drunkenness, the gluttony, the selfishness of 
this vast city and its suburbs, and then at the 

1 The fifteen hundred clergy who were gathered under the 
dome of S Paul's Cathedral on that 4th of November, 1873, can 
never forget the stirring appeal made to us by the Bishops of 
London, Winchester, and Rochester. It was a day on which 
we were strengthened to go forth in faith and love and hope to 
this great work. 

8 S. Matth. xxviii. 18. * S. Johtvctu* V 

4 Isa. vi. 9. 
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mercy, the holiness, the patience, the might of 
Him Who beholdeth all the children of men, 
we cannot, if duly ordained, be deceiving our- 
selves when His message seems repeated to us 
individually in that one word which implied to 
the Prophet of old a mission and a power as of 
God,—" Go."* 

Go, saith He, and show unto this people not 
only, as in former days, the terrors which shall 
fall upon the disobedient, and the Divine harden- 
ing which those who harden their own hearts 
bring upon themselves, but the treasure which is 
hid in Christ, the spiritual wealth prepared in 
Him for the poorest, the wisdom which shall 
make them count all their learning but a very 
little thing, the perfect peace in Him granted to 
the penitent, the unfailing comfort which the 
saddened heart can find in Him, the joy in Him 
of growth in grace, the earnest of Heaven con- 
veyed by faith in Him, the manifold gifts for 
every danger and every temptation and every 
distress, assured by His Holy Spirit ; tell them, 
with no uncertain sound, of this great treasure, 
and win them for Christ Jesus. 

Then we go forth in the strength of the Lord 
God ; a real mission begins, not in feverishness, 
not in cc the enthusiasm of humanity," not in the 
foolish fancy that all will now be altered, all the 

1 Isaiah Vi. 9. 
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sinners changed into saints, all the work com- 
pleted which the continuous labours of the dili- 
gent parish priest had failed to accomplish, but 
rather with the sober seriousness of those who 
are sent forth by the Holy Ghost, to utter, it 
may be, some burning words for Him into hearts 
almost persuaded, or to awaken into active life 
some slumbering souls, dulled by the frequent 
sound of familiar voices and needing something 
rougher thoroughly to startle them;, or even 
perhaps to be content, after a week of toil and 
prayer, to be visited by one anxious man longing 
to be saved. 

But you complain that this is a sermon to my* 
self rather than to you, even though it has been 
extolling the greatness of the gift, and the lov* 
of the Giver, Now therefore for your lessons. 
You want them sorely, some of you, because in 
your secret hearts you distrust these missions; 
some of you, because in your thought of teachers 
you are u puffed up for one against another ;"* 
Some of you, because you regard the instrument 
rather than the Worker ; many of you, because 
you consider the matter as between yourselves 
and the preacher, instead of between yourselves 
and God j most of you, because you think too 
much of these few days, too little of the awful 
past and of the more awful future ; all of you^ 

1 i.Cox.Vi. 6. 
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because the whole time of your salvation is so 
short, and the peril so great, of neglecting aught 
which concerns it. 

f i . First, then, look at this Mission as a work 
of the Holy Ghost. As u every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above," 1 so can no 
yearning for souls, no exertion for souls that 
they may become Christ's, proceed from any 
but the Spirit of God. It is His both to will 
and to do. His is the love which moves us to 
compassion for the fainting sheep, for the dark- 
ened heart ; His the thoughtfulness which plans 
some light and refreshment for them all ; His 
the unity which combines in one kneeling, 
watchful, diligent band, men widely differing 
from each other, that so they may devote them- 
selves together to that beautiful work upon the 
mountain of my , God j on behalf of souls for 
whom Christ died ; His the patience which 
leads lay-helpers to forego society, so as to pre- 
pare the soil for the sower; His the agony 
of prayer in which the minister of the Lord 
wrestles for the unbelieving and obdurate ; His 
the illumination which shines out suddenly on 
some passage of Holy Writ and makes it brightly 
attractive for others ; His the power which takes 
our dull word of instruction, and gives it a keen 
edge for the sleeping conscience ; His the bitter 

1 S. James u 17, 
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tears, the terrible self-reproach, the passionate, 
longing for peace and purity ; His the beginning, 
in a stern and thorough repentance, of that 
blessed course which brings a man through fire 
and water, so that he may but save his soul 
alive. ' 

Let the eyes of our spiritual understanding 
be open, brethren, that we may discern, in some 
at least of His operations, the presence of the 
Comforter. So far from being shaken out of 
our belief by the scornful incredulity of the 
world, this very thing should quicken our faith 
the more in this Divine Person, that so He may 
dwell not among us merely, but within us, giv- 
ing us, independently of our senses, a witness to 
Him " Whom the world cannot receive, because 
it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him." 1 

2. And next remember, that this power of 
His, thus put forth, ceaseth not on account of 
our negligence. To use the memorable illustra- 
tion of S. Chrysostom, the wells are filled, 
whether we draw from them or not, the streams 
flow on, even when men drink not of them. 
And though he is speaking primarily of the 
teachings of men, the illustration itself is from 
the wonderful works of God, and may remind 
us that the God of disregarded Nature is also 
the God of Grace despised, Or, to revert to 

1 S. ]o\mxvt. vj^ 
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the image of S. Paul, the treasure, which might 
be ours in Christ^ abides in God whether we 
stretch out our hand for it or not : that Word 
which prophets and kings desired so eagerly to 
hear, is ready to be revealed, whether we hear 
or whether we forbear. Year after year, gene- 
rally in the common ministrations of the Church, 
sometimes in her special missions, the Almighty 
God moves on. Year after year, while minis* 
iters die, and errors rise up, and opinions alter, 
and life's experience changes, and our age gra- 
dually forgets our childhood, God Who forgets 
nothing, repeats Himself to us in many ways. 
Year after year, though the opportunities are 
not taken up, nor the grace used, nor the calls 
attended to, God waiteth, in time, for the con- 
summation of eternity. Not, of course, that we 
are the same, as year after year we judge our- 
selves unworthy of eternal life and put it from 
us : our habits and our characters are being 
formed, through our daily acts of sin, and our 
continual neglects of grace. How fearful (is it 
not?) that the change should be owing to our- 
selves and not owing to God, that we are grow- 
ing poorer and poorer in our souls when we 
might be enriched for ever^ more and more, 
through that still-offered treasure — the know- 
ledge of God and of Jesus our Lord ! 
3. Much time- is lost; but make it now the 



to His Light in fosus. 1 1 

business of your life to esteem that treasure 
rightly, and to get possession of it at whatever 
cost. Is it not a real mercy that this is con- 
veyed to us in earthen vessels, so that we may 
not be taken off from the priceless contents of 
the casket by the splendour of the casket itself? 
Yet as it was in our Lord's own time, so is it 
now. As men regarded the lowly uncomely 
form rather than the Lord of glory who abode 
therein, so is it difficult to believe that men of 
like passions with ourselves can be charged with 
such blessings for us. Look beyond the minis- 
ters to Him Whose Voice and Hands they are ; 
discern amid their frailties and imperfections the 
golden gifts which they bring us often in spite of 
themselves. The earthly vessels will be shattered 
soon ; how all-important will it be for us then to 
have drawn forth in faith the bestowals which 
God had stored up for us therein ! The wearied 
body is worn out by its watchings, its labours, 
its fastings ; but the treasure shines out all the 
clearer — " Death worketh in us, but life in you." l 
The dying of the ministerial labourer is often the 
resurrection of his ministerial labours ; and above 
all, the dying of the Lord Jesus which we bear 
about with us in our body is really the manifesta- 
tion of the Life of Jesus in our mortal flesh. 9 
It is only the mighty power of the Eternal Sou& 

J x Cor. iv. w. * W io^ w. 
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which can explain the endurance of such afflic- 
tion as they must have who bear witness through 
all evil report to Jesus Christ. And though to 
us who are in the ministry, what has now been 
said is a strong reason for keeping under our 
body, and making it a thorough servant of the 
Lord to carry His testimony before men, it also 
supplies a loud call to you to despise not our 
temptation in the flesh, or our weakness in bodily 
presence, 1 but rather to receive us in the Name 
of Him whom we preach, as evident tokens, sup^ 
plied by Christ Himself, that He lives and is a 
Saviour. God beseecheth you by us ; and by 
us He sends to you, if you will but accept them, 
forgiveness, benediction, and grace. 

4, Finally, my friends, let us bear all this in 
mind, should any measure of evident blessing rest 
upon our difficult work. The excellency of the 
power must be of God and not of us. As it is 
to Him, not to man, that we kneel for pardon, so 
when peace is granted through ministerial abso-> 
lution, to Him and not to man must be the glory. 
As the word of exhortation is His, not ours, so 
when one who is exhorted by some of us con* 
quers himself and binds his will to obey, to God, 
and not to us for one moment, must be the praise. 
His only is the wondrous grace which can make 
the drunkard thirst for righteousness, and the 

1 Gal. to. 14. 
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covetous sacrifice everything for the " one pearl 
of great price," and the slothful labour in true 
Christian toil for that gift of God which he 
cannot even then deserve. He only is the wonder 
worker who will change the vanity or passion of 
a woman into the humility and quietness which 
become the spouse of Christ, and the wrathful 
pride and selfish lust of a man into the purity and 
lowliness of a little child, meet for the Kingdom 
of God. And all men that see it shall hereafter 
say, " This hath God done ; for they shall per- 
ceive that it is His Work." 



II. 

OUR RELUCTANCE TO COME TO 
JESUS AS OUR LIGHT. 

S. JotfN III. 20. 

" Every $ne that dotth evil hateth the Light, neither cometh.to the 
Light, lest his deeds should be reproved" 

TJTOW thorough a treasure of light we have in 
Jesus, we are often reminded by preachers, 
and often understand for ourselves. The know- 
ledge of God, the power of getting back to God, 
the grace which enables us to love Him, the joy 
of being loved by Him, the blessing of being 
warned by Him, the inexpressible comfort of His 
promises, the possibility of becoming, through His 
Holy Spirit, like Him — all these are glorious 
rays from that beaming Sun of Righteousness 
which has been ceaselessly through eighteen 
hundred years to some, and might have been to 
all, the Divine source of warmth and life and 
growth and gladness. For He is nothing less 
than «the Light of the World." 1 

How is it then that He is not, practically, the 

1 S.John viii. 12. 
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Light even of all in this little company now 
gathered together ? How is it that He is not, as 
you confess He is not, a daily guide to your heart, 
nor yet a quickening Spirit to yours, nor yet to 
yours a thorough Comforter? How is it that 
life is still to you so full of darkness, and to you 
so void of the highest interests, and to you so 
utterly saddened by sorrow, and to you so dreary 
and hopeless, and to you so suggestive of death ? 
Whence comes it that one of us is so distressed 
with doubts, and another so distracted by tempta- 
tion, and another so unable to rejoice evermore, 
and another so anxious about little things ? Why 
is it that we are so cold, so ignorant, so listless, 
so wretched, so torpid, so dead ? How can it 
be that our prayers at home are so dull, pur ser- 
vices here so lifeless, our religion so formal, our 
common work such drudgery, our souls so 
strangely hidden from ourselves, as if the. miser- 
able rationalist were indeed right in saying that 
we perish like the beasts ? 

It is because we will not come to Christ in 
Whom is Life — to Christ, Whose Life is the 
only " Light of men" 1 — to Christ, Who alone 
can make instinct with vital force and living 
beauty the little actions of our every day, and 
empower us to rise to our great opportunities as 
men and women created in His Image, and called 

• l S. John i. 4. 
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to be thoroughly like Him, — to Christ, Who 
might be to us " wisdom and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption" 1 — to Christ, 
Who would enlighten us in the Will and Word of 
God, and assure us of our acceptance with God, 
and impart to us the Holiness of God, and console 
us as to our belonging to God — we will not come 
to Christ that we might have life and light. 

This seems to you the language of exaggeration, 
does it not? For you think that you have some 
love for Christ — that you are seeking Christ— 
that you are trying to follow Him — that you are 
often with Him at His Holy Table — that you 
trust to enter Heaven through Him — that H« is 
to you " the Way, the Truth, and the Life." 2 
Truly it is so with many of you ; and God forbid 
that we should make those sad whom He has not 
made sad, or speak of the poorest saints as we 
speak of ourselves the sinners. And yet, O my 
friends, does it not really hold good of most of 
us — even of us who are communicants — that 
again and again we do not love this Light of our 
Lord, nor turn to it for illumination, nor bathe 
our souls in it that we may be utterly cleansed* 
nor cheer ourselves therewith when we are 
troubled, nor make ourselves alone with it for 
the perfection of our healing, the completeness 
of our faith and life ? 

1 i Cor. i. 30. J S. John xiv. 6. 
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And once more, why ? why with such a Light 
revealed, such a Light close to us, such a Light 
evidently filling others by our side, such a Light 
still with us after having been, as a fact, ever 
since He came, the greatest Influence for good 
that the world has seen — why, with such a Light, 
must we condemn ourselves for not going to it ? 

Our own sin keeps us back 5 our own sin, 
which is in one sense the very cause why we 
should go, is really in another sense the ground 
of our unwillingness to go. We would not, it is 
true, say that we hate this Light that lighteth 
every man, this Jesus who will cast out no man 
that cometh to Him. But He has not the highest 
place in our affection, and in the end He may, 
alas f have the lowest, till we altogether put Him 
out of our regard, and at last come to treat Him 
with indifference, with contempt, with dislike, 
with rebellious defiance. At present, though we 
love Him, we love other objects more. We 
love honour more than we love Christ, we love 
pleasure more than we love Him, we love money 
more than Him, we love earthly friends more, 
self-indulgence, the lusts of the flesh, yes, we 
must say it boldly, we love sin more. What else 
is this than to own that we are, so far forth, the 
enemies of God, loving that which He hateth, 
and setting ourselves, in will and deed* actually 
against Him ? 

c 
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Let us be still more plain in speaking to our 
subtle self. In the Holy Communion we have 
that Presence of Jesus which is nothing less than 
a Revelation to those who rightly partake. It 
would open our eyes marvellously to the state of 
our own hearts, to the glorious power of our 
Lord, to the path of duty and of peace along 
which He is waiting to direct our steps. Yet 
we shrink from it; we turn from that blessed 
Light, lest our deeds should be reproved ; and we 
will not make up our minds to part with those 
deeds of ours, those deeds which are running up 
into habits, and which are eating out the very life 
of our religion. 

Or again, the Holy Scriptures are so full of 
u the testimony of Jesus," x that they are His 
own Lamp to your feet — say rather, He in them 
attracts you as the Light. Yet you are reluctant 
to go to Him therein for fear you should have to 
take a higher standard than you take now— for 
fear you should have to be much more strict with 
yourself, for fear you should find that He does 
command you to fast, and to pray in the middle 
of the day, and to do some lowly distasteful work 
for poor people, and to give up idle jesting, and 
altogether to walk on a narrow way. And so 
your Bible is not open every day, or if you open 
it the angel does not see you kneeling at that 

1 Rev. xix. 10. 
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Book : you are not looking at the shining Face 
of Jesus Christ. 

Or again, you hear a sermon in which the 
preacher tells you, and rightly tells you, that 
confession to man, even to a clergyman, is not 
necessary. But you know all the while that, 
though that is true as to many of those beside 
you, your own heart has a secret burden from 
which you cannot be relieved till you do confess 
it to some one. Yet, though this very move- 
ment of your conscience, together with that 
acquiescence of yours in the teaching of your 
minister, proves to you that your confession to 
man would only be in order to make your peace 
with God, you put off going month after month, 
and year after year, because you are ashamed — 
because you love your outward self more than 
you love your soul, because you love the good 
opinion of men more than the praise of God. 
And so your life — that secret awful life which 
you are spending in spite of yourself with God 
—is to all intents and purposes away from God, 
in the darkness, though all the while your Sa- 
viour is inviting you to come, though the 
" shame' 9 which " is glory and grace," to Him- 
^ self the gladdening Light in Whom " is no dark- 
ness at all." 1 

Or you are what is termed a respectable 

1 1 S. ]ohn\. $. 
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Christian, well thought of and commended, doing 
no harm, and careful about the outward obser- 
vance of religious duties. But a call comes to 
you, as in a Mission such as this, to devote your- 
self thoroughly to God, and to look upon His 
Son as your only Hope, and to follow Him 
whithersoever He goeth. And still you stay 
where you are, because your bent is towards a 
half-hearted service. Christ may come to you, 
but you will not go to Him. You feel that His 
Light would be far better, but you act as if the 
darkness were the best. And so your heart beats 
on, and the journey on which everything depends 
for ever is drawing to an end, and you do not 
realize the tremendous truth that the darkness is 
blinding your eyes, 1 and that soon you may dis- 
cern no more Him Who is at least dimly visible 
now, and Whom at this present, though to your 
carnal sight unseen, you might heartily and 
actively love. 

My friends ! unexpected warnings fall upon us 
at times, and where we thought that all was well, 
we find ourselves in deadly danger, going further 
and further from Christ, and needing a heavenly 
call to awaken us to our real condition. At such 
seasons it is borne in upon us that we cannot be 

i " The eyes of the soul are lost by little and little, in propor- 
tion to the loss of tenderness of conscience and the chaste fear of 
displeasing God." — S. Chrysostom, quoted by Avrillon. 
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shrinking from Jesus and yet loving Him — that 
we cannot be neglecting His means of grace and 
yet growing in grace — that we cannot cling to 
our sin and yet trust in our Saviour. 

Blessed is the soul which having learnt such a 
lesson profits by it eternally, and sets itself in 
earnest to that self-search which is so humiliat- 
ing yet so exalting. Then there is the prayer to 
Him Who knows us thoroughly, " See if there be 
any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting." 1 And then there is a readiness to 
endure much hardness in this coming to the 
Light, much reproach of men and discourage- 
ment from Satan the Ruler of darkness — a will- 
ingness to be even on the Cross because it raiseth 
us nearer to God — a surrender of all to Him Who 
gives us everything. And then our work and our 
prayer begin to be wrought in God : faith be- 
comes the guide of life, and love the burning fire 
which draws it towards the celestial light, and 
hope assures us that we need not fear, for we are 
indeed in Christ, coming to God through Him. 

1 Ps. cxxxix. 24. 



III. 

JESUS, THE TRUE LIGHT, OUR 
PROBATION. 

S. John xn. 36. 

" fVbile ye have Light, believe in the Light , that ye may be the children 
of Tight. These things spake Jesus^ and defatted, and did Hide Him- 
self from them." 

A T first sight we might suppose that these 
words do not apply to us as they did to 
the Jews of our Lord's time on the earth. For 
the Light which He was speaking of was Him- 
self, going in and out among His people, an evi- 
dent witness before their very eyes to the truth 
of His mission, and the Divinity of His Person. 
And He was bidding them to take heed to that 
Light while it still continued in the midst of 
them, to accept Him as their Lord by hearty 
loving faith, and to make full use of His illumi- 
nating grace at once, lest the darkness should 
come upon them. 

With us the case seems so different. We 
have not looked upon this Jesus, nor heard His 
speech, nor seen one miracle done by Him. 
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Our hope is for that which His followers then 
enjoyed ; our longings are for that Sacred Pri»* 
sence which made itself felt throughout die 
Holy Land, and which might, had men believed 
its report, and gathered round it, have been an 
awakening, burning, purifying, guiding Light to 
all. We long for it, I say, but we can only 
" with patience wait for it." 1 It is by faith, not 
by appearance, that we must walk. And so 
these words which we have heard might not in 
their primary meaning come home to us. Yet, 
if we consider them more closely, and if we 
weigh more thoughtfully our own privileges, 
we shall find here much personal exhortation, 
much personal warning for ourselves as we are 
at this moment before God. 

How remarkably the close of the verse illus- 
trates its opening command, how strikingly it 
puts the doubting European on a level with the 
doubting Jew! These things spake Jesus, — 
thus did He admonish them about Himself as 
the one Light, the Saviour Who was to be 
lifted up for them, about the brief space remain- 
ing for His shining upon them, about the duty 
laid upon them to appreciate the greatness of 
that Light and to employ it rightly, about the 
fearful hopelessness of that impending darkness 
in which unbelief would so very soon involve 

1 Rom. Vvn. *^. 
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them, about the choice that was practically given 
to them, and on which they must act immedi- 
ately. These things He spake, and then He de- 
parted, and did hide Himself from them, and 
their probation was thoroughly begun. Out of 
sight, would He be out of mind also, not merely 
rejected but forgotten of men, not only dis- 
honoured and despised, but treated as if He had 
never been ? The question was a vital one as it 
concerned those who had been listening to Him, 
and watching Him. But it is just as important 
a one for us, my friends, and for those who 
realize their own awful individuality before God, 
ten thousand times more pressing. What is 
Jesus to you? Is He the Light to you ? Is He 
your one Light amid the encircling gloom around 
you, the increasing troubles within you ? Is He 
honoured by you most, known as exceedingly 
precious, loved above all the earthly beings who 
have brightened your path, sought for in every 
perplexity and through every care, followed as 
a never-foiling Guide, an absolutely perfect Ex- 
ample, made the very centre of the movements 
of your heart and the course of your life, your 
Sun that can never go down ? 

Shall the watchman answer for you, or shall 
it be your own conscience ? Do we not hear 
one saying, " I am influenced by human teachers 
much more than by Christ;" and another, 
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* 4 My sorrows have taken me rather away from 
Him j" and another, " Money is more precious 
to me 5" and another, u The pleasures of the 
world, the lusts of the flesh, have almost hidden 
Him from me;" and another, "He is less to 
me, as deep love goes, than my wife or my 
child 5" and another, u I have not even studied 
His character ;" and another, u His rules have 
little to do with my conduct 5" and another, " I 
scarcely believe in Him ?" 

And why ? Is it because He is departed, and 
has hidden Himself from you ? You plead this 
sometimes for yourselves, and fancy that if you 
could have lived in the same years as the Apos- 
tles, and beheld visibly before you this One 
Who claimed to be the Son of God, you would 
have entirejy accepted Him 5 nay more, that if 
He were to present Himself in bodily form be- 
fore you now, your whole heart would go forth 
to meet Him. But it is only too probable that 
London in the nineteenth century would be 
more thoroughly infidel, as it is more deeply de- 
filed, than Jerusalem in the commencement of 
the Christian era. As an intelligent layman said 
to me the other day, u If Jesus were to come 
into our streets, few, comparatively speaking, 
would listen to Him ; whereas if the Devil were 
to come, the people would go to him in crowds." 
That sounds to us a temfvc say\tv^\^x\V>XTNRK. 
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in truth the echo, too likely to be repeated from 
one generation to another, of that sad record of 
c< the Word made flesh," in order to destroy the 
power of him who was deceiving the whole world, 
"-He came unto His own, and His own received 
Him not?" Seeing is not always believing ; and 
our presumption in fancying that had we been 
born in those days we should certainly have been 
what we are not now, faithful Christians, is re- 
buked again and again by that complaint of our 
Lord, u Ye also have seen Me, and believe not." 1 
The fact is, brethren, this glorious Light 
which we possess in Jesus Christ is a proba- 
tion to us, as it was to the Israelites of old. 
They had not positive proof any more than we 
have. They had miracles indeed, but they were 
ready to dispute them ; ay, the very next s»~ 
tence to this verse reminds us that a though He 
had done so many miracles before J&em, yet they 
believed not on Him." 2 Christ has left us 
without His Bodu/ ftwence, but so did He also 
often amd&bm leave them. We do not see His 
^tary, but neither for them was there the halo, 
wherewith the faith of Christian painters delight 
to encircle Him, round about that Man of Sor- 
rows, that lowly one who had c< no beauty that" 
they a should desire Him. v ? We stumble at 

1 S. John vi. 36. 2 S. John xii. 37. 

8 In. I'm. 2. 
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His Death, but they stumbled even at the notion 
of a suffering Christ. 1 If we find difficulties in 
His Resurrection, they could not so much as 
comprehend "what the rising from the dead 
should mean," 2 And thus, my friends, so far 
from its being likely that we should have had 
more faith had we lived then, we might rather 
have had less faith. And the great lesson which 
you and I ought to draw from this reflection is 
this : our probation, like that of the Jews, lies 
in this very thing — the acceptance of Jesus as 
the Light, in the midst of the clouds of earth 
and the darkness of sin. 

Do not let us say that we have too little evi- 
dence. Even if we had only probability, that, to 
creatures such as we are, should be " the very 
guide of life." 3 But we have abundant witness. 
We have the written word, which emerges all 
the clearer from the deep of unbelief: we have 
the testimony of the Church, a beacon never 
quenched even through the darkest ages : we 
have the lives of the Saints, reflecting by their 
qmtoaMy endurance and zeal the Greater Light 
of Him Who was not off iKs worMi -wefesve 
the tender pitifulness of Christianity, caring for 
the smallest child, the lowest outcast, the most 
miserable sufferer, the most fallen woman, be* 

1 See S. John xii. 34. s S. Mark ix. 10. 

3 Bishop Butler. 
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cause He cared for them : we have, not indeed 
the wonderful sight of His glistering Body trans- 
figured on the Holy Mount, but the <c more sure 
word of prophecy," 1 — more sure because gra- 
dually unfolded, gradually acknowledged as ful- 
filled, gradually revealing to us the eternal pur- 
poses of GoDr— so sure that we shall do well to 
take heed to it u as unto a light that shineth in a 
dark place, until the Day dawn and the Daystar 
arise in" our "hearts." 

Truly, my friends, our probation in this matter 
of v faith is a very fearful thing. Fearful is it to 
have such a choice as we have — to be proved 
day by day whether we will indeed acknowledge 
Jesus as our Lord, our Light, and our salva- 
tion, or will instead become worshippers of self, 
thinking proudly that we have a light within our- 
selves when we have none, or safety in our own 
self-righteousness, though a there is no other 
Name under heaven given among men whereby 
we must be saved." 2 Fearful is it to have to 
choose between that pure and holy Light and 
the burning fire of our sensual passions, which 
really blind us so that we cannot welcome Him 
• — fearful to be able if we will to discern no love- 
liness in Christ, to feel no attractive or per- 
suasive power in Him, to keep no love for Him, 
no humble thankful devotion to Him, no yearn- 

' 2 5. Pet. i. 19. 2 Acta iv. i«. - 
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ing to be like Him. Yet this, O my friends, is 
our probation. We cannot be as the angels, 
who are always beholding Him and therefore 
always serving Him, nor as the lost spirits, who 
are the princes only of darkness and who hate 
the light because it is of God. 

But the call comes to us very distinctly after 
all — the call to abide in the Light while it is 
with us — the call to do at once the work which 
only can be done therein — the call to show our- 
selves true children of the Light, doing as Jesus 
did, and walking as He has commanded us. The 
darkness will be upon us soon : the night cometh 
when no man can work, and when the glory of 
Christ, His Presence, and His grace shall be 
for ever passed away from us. Do now that 
will of His which has been evidently shown you, 
and you shall be nearer to the illuminating know- 
ledge of God, and of Jesus Who alone reveals 
Him. 1 Open to Him now the sorrows of your 
heart, and He shall console you so marvellously 
that you will wonder how you could have stood 
aloof from Him so long. Draw nigh to Him 
now, though with the burning shame of a bitter 
repentance, and He will draw nigh to you, not 
as a consuming Fire, but as a refiner and purifier, 
to present you in Himself to God. Rise up and 
go after Him now, before His bright beams have 

1 S. Matth. xi. 27 $ S. Luke x. vl \ %. "\o\hi^vu y\% 
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faded from your upward path ; and surely His 
own blessed word shall be fulfilled in you : " He 
that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, 
but shall have the light of life." 1 

1 S. John viii. 12. 



IV. 
THE LIFE OF LIGHT IN JESUS. 

S. John hi. 21. 

"He that doeth truth comet b to the Light % that his deeds may be made 
manifest, that they are wrought in God." 

HPHESE words, immediately following those 
which we considered before, closed our 
Lord's conversation with Nicodemus. We 
hear nothing of the effect produced at the time 
on that inquiring soul by this mingled warning 
and encouragement. 1 But we can clearly see 
that the man was drawn nearer to Christ, and 
became ready to serve Him under all difficulties. 
True, that each time he is mentioned afterwards, 
it is as a he that came to Jesus by night," 2 as if 
to show that he had not been very brave at first 5 
but the appellation seems also given to set off in 
brighter contrast his later fearlessness and love. 

1 See Alford, who quotes Baumgarten-Crushis : " It speaks 
for the simplicity and historic truthfulness of our Evangelist, 
that he adds nothing more, and even leaves untold the imme- 
diate result which the discourse had." 

3 S. John vii. 50 j xuc. 39. 
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And so the lessons which we may draw from 
these portions of his history would be such as 
these. It is good for us to go to Jesus Christ 
when no eye seeth us, and to pour into His ever- 
sympathizing heart the questionings and sorrows, 
the cares and alarms, which we bear about with 
us. It is good for us to seek, as opportunity 
offers, some private intercourse with those who 
are over us in the Lord, and who are in very 
deed, because of their office and ministry, as His 
Hands and His Voice to us. Yet it is better to 
make open confession of Him, to approach Him 
without taking heed to the scornful reproof of 
our companions, to let the light which He has 
kindled shine before men, to take a delight in 
going with simplicity of mind into that Holy 
Presence, which fills us, if we are faithful, with 
joy. May God the Son thus teach us, by re- 
peating to us, at this time for solemn thoughts, 
these words of His own, spoken so long ago, 
and may He mercifully admonish each one of us 
who thus hears them again, that, whatever be the 
apparent result produced upon us in the eyes of 
our friends or our clergy, the real fruit or the 
sad failure will be marked by Him in the books 
out of which we shall be judged ! However 
much we may shrink from applying such a test 
to ourselves, there will be a great blessing for us 
if we do ; and the Lord's description of His 
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saints may prove at last, through His wonder- 
working grace, the ideal realized by ourselves. 
We may have been very reluctant hitherto to 
acknowledge Him ; our probation thus far may 
have found us thoroughly wanting ; but the life 
of a Christian is before us still, and, though the 
time is short, that life with all its consolations 
may yet be our own. Most Holy Spirit. 1 
make us think, and quicken us to be Christ's 
indeed, that so the message and the mission may 
not be of us, but of Thee ! 

1. First then we note, especially if we com- 
pare the teaching of this chapter with the history 
of the earlier one, that what our Lord commends 
is singleness of mind and aim* He does not indeed 
tell us, and God forbid that we should think, 
that if we have this it matters not of what sort 
or strength our faith is : for we know that this 
faith is absolutely essential for our acceptance, 
and that if we have not much of it we must pray 
earnestly for its increase. But though the faith 
perhaps may be for a while imperfect, yet where 
there is a teachable spirit and a constant regard 
for the glory of God, He will reveal other secrets 
to the soul and guide it into the whole of the 
truth. Then, like the guileless Israelite, we shall 
be led on to a full confession of belief in Jesus 
as the Son of God. 1 Only let us recollect that 

1 S. John i. 47, v)> $o. 
D 
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we do need thorough sincerity of character : it 
must be (so the Greek word means 1 ) such as 
the sun can shine through— no dissimulation in 
our love, no hypocrisy in our worship, no un- 
worthy motives or by-ends in our zeal, no hollow 
flattery of man, no vain attempt to mock God 
by a show of self-denying charity. O which of 
us is clear in this respect i which of us does not 
need to be startled sometimes out of a false se- 
curity, that we may be, rather than seem to be, 
souls in earnest, rejoicing heartily in the Divine 
Light, and drawing ever nearer to it in the 
humble confidence of little children ? How dif- 
ferent our religion would be in its effects upon 
others and in its comforts to us if we could learn 
thus simply to live for God, intent upon knowing 
His will and then devoting ourselves to it, asking 
ourselves what is right, and then disregarding 
both the praise and the blame of men in our 
steady work for Him ! 

2. Connected with this and flowing out of it 
is that habit of conscientious truthfulness, so diffi- 
cult to the natural man, yet so entirely blest to 
all who, because of the heart-searching God 
and the joy of His commendation, exercise them- 
selves therein at whatever cost and amid what- 
ever temptations. To have no deceit in the 
tongue, to be always on guard against sudden 

1 ftXucptveia. 
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questions, to check at once every inclination to 
cover a fault, to avoid any the slightest slander, 
to have the courage to keep back nothing which 
should be spoken — is the purpose, daily endea- 
voured, of such as these. Remembering as we 
do some part of our past lives, we can see how 
far off we have been from a diligent carefulness 
like this : how much there has been in us of 
secret dishonesty, of mean prevarication, of in- 
complete witness, of actual falsehood, if not of 
habitual lying. Blessed be God ! He is calling 
us out of this deadly state, and showing us how 
glorious is the life of one constantly truthful, in- 
creasing more and more in the likeness of Him 
who is the Truth itself. In such, each word 
can bear the light : the worth of every word (to 
quote the motto of one of our great Christian 
poets) is truth : l all can be trusted, for all are 
weighed : nothing is kept back : nothing need 
be explained away : nothing, so far as the 
speaker's desire and purpose are concerned, can 
mislead. For action, as for speech, there is 
ever a guiding principle. Is he in the priest- 
hood ? he does not shun to declare unto the 
people " all the counsel of God," 2 assured that 
God can defend His Truth and draw men to it. 
Is he a father ? he shows by his own example 

1 The motto of the Wordsworths — Veritas* 

2 Acts xx. 317. 
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what he means by instructing his children always 
to speak the truth from the heart. Is he a young 
boy, just entering on the little world of school — 
so thoroughly a type of the wider world which 
he must overcome hereafter ? he will not follow 
all the rest in holding to a lie, but will shame 
some by his consistency. Is he an artizan ? 
then there is a Divine thoroughness in all that 
is wrought by his hands — a constant regard for 
the searching eye of the Great Master — a faith- 
fulness even in the smallest details, like that of 
the sculptors of old, completing with an exquisite 
finish the carved boss or the perforated capital, 
far above out of human sight. Is the Christian 
engaged in honourable service F 1 her laborious 
housework, her unnoticed obedience, her very 
sweeping is strict and perfect, as unto the Lord. 2 
Is she a teacher, responsible to others for daily- 
preparation, daily diligence ? hers will be a toil 
for God — an exactness not for praise of men, 
but for conscience' sake. Is he a man of busi- 
ness ? he will rather suffer loss than share in the 
tricks of trade. 3 Is he a poor man, with few to 
befriend him, tempted more than most of us, 

1 Phil. ii. 5 — 7. " Jesus Christ, Who, being in the Form of 
God .... took upon Him the form of a servant." 

* Col. iii. 23. " Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the 
Lord, and not unto men.'* 

3 " Some years ago," (said one of the noble band of American 
Bishops who came over in 1867 to theP*n-Kii$vc*a%>jT"^ <ri 
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likely to gain in this world by a course not 
scrupulously honest? all this is as nothing to 
him, for he fears God, and thinks of eternal 
ruin, and will not cast away his soul for any 
present profit. And so with each of these, 
every difficulty grappled with, every advance in 
straightforward dealing, every bearing of the 
Cross, every endurance of unmerited blame, 
every confession of sin, tends to a closer near- 
ness to God, a more constant reflection of the 
mind of Christ. At last the heart is still, and 
He is mirrored there. 

3. Then, further, because of this nearness, 
this singleness of eye, this sincerity of speech, 

Lambeth,) " I was travelling in Virginia, and I came upon a 
coloured working-man : he was nothing but a cobbler, for, as 
he said himself, he was not even a tolerable shoemaker. But, 
if not elegantly done, the man's work was certainly thoroughly 
done. I was so much struck with the man, his general appear- 
ance, and his courteous manner, that I asked him what his 
training had been. ' Master,* said he, in reply, * I was brought 
up at the foot of a white man, and it is with the white man that 
the poor negro learns manners and gets his character.* ' But 
after the cobbling in this world is done,* he was asked, ' what 
about that other eternal world ?' ' I often think of that,* said 
the coloured man j ' I feel, when I sit here day by day at my 
cobbling, that my Master is watching me ; when I make a 
stitch, I think Master is looking at my work, and I do it well j 
when I put on a tap, I do not put on paper, but I put on good 
leather 5 when I drive a nail, 1 drive it well j and when my work 
is finished, I sell it, but I do not ask too much for it $ it may 
not be neatly done, but it is well done, aivd rcvj m*&\«ci\LX*v«>x<» 
and come to me again. 1 



> ** 
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the doer of truth grows in the love of Jesus. 
Abiding in the light, although, as he knows, 
very imperfectly, he cannot but love Him Who 
is Light indeed. Yes, and because of those very 
imperfections, he has a desire and longing for 
communion with Him Who can give him in- 
crease and security — increase in everything that 
is pure and true, security from all works of dark- 
ness, from all loss of the armour of light. This 
brings him to Jesus as the One Light which 
can enlighten him — the One Light which is able 
to cleanse and brighten the soul — the One Light 
which can guide it safely through all perils, and 
from which, though in all humility, it can never 
part. How perfectly loveable to such a soul is 
our Lord Jesus Christ — so holy, yet so tender ; 
so powerful, yet so meek and lowly in heart ; so 
commanding, yet so obedient ; such a King, yet 
such a Saviour ; so worthy to judge, yet so 
willing to forgive ! O if we Gould only keep 
near Him for a little while, how beneficently the 
great Light would shine upon us, what a work 
it would do in our lives, how surely we should 
become, through His grace, the children of 
Light ! Let us not rest till we have got that 
love of Him — the love which grows from the 
sight of His perfections and His Cross, and from 
learning to be crucified with Him, to be made 
perfect in Him. 
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4. For yet again, if our life is to be really 
spent in light, if our works are to be truly 
wrought in God, we must be living in Him, 
Who is God of God and Light of Light. It is 
not only by a sense of His Presence, not only 
by prayer to Him, not only by studying His 
example and listening to His gracious words, 
but by Sacramental Communion with Him, by 
partaking of Him as our spiritual Food and sus- 
tenance, that we are enabled to Kve His life. 
Then we are made pure with His purity, and 
true with His truthfulness, and loving with His 
charity, and meek with His lowliness of heart, 
and zealous with the zeal which so consumed 
Him. Then His strength is made perfect in 
our weakness, and His patience in our weariness, 
,and His hope in our anxiety. Then we dwell 
in Him and He in us, we are one with Him and 
He with us. We would not shrink away from 
Him for the whole world. To be for one mo- 
ment void of Him would be hell to us. Our 
thoughts, and words, and deeds must have refer- 
ence to Him ; they must be such as belong to 
His members, such as resemble, however faintly, 
the things He would think, and speak, and do. 

Very different indeed from this is the painful 
experience which presses upon our souls : dis- 
tant from Christ, seldom regarding Him, often 
intent on that which He Yia& cotA^mw^ 
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maining in the darkness because we love its 
pleasures greatly, conscious that we cannot bear 
the penetrating beams of that burning Sun, we 
scarcely know whither we are going, our very 
life is purposeless, lacking interest, utterly un- 
satisfying to ourselves. What is to be the end 
of it ? 

Be not disobedient unto the heavenly vision* 
The voice of our Father calls upon us even 
now to give up this half-hearted service — this 
miserable course in which we are not perhaps as 
yet bereft of Him, but which tends to make us 
"without God in the world." Shall we not, 
will you not, hearken to His cry ? He shows 
you that that other path which shineth more and 
more may still be yours. Take it, though the 
present sacrifice seem to you exceeding great, 
and keep moving towards the Blessed Presence, 
owning the terrible past which has such clouds 
upon it, and striving, while you have the Light, 
to walk therein. Sorrow will be to you a very 
little thing if you are advancing on that way, 
and death itself will have no fears at its close, 
for the Lord Who is your Salvation will be with 
you through all its shadows. Your Christian 
character will have a brightness and a joy about 
it which will make men trust and follow you, 
while they learn to glorify your Father; and 
in the secret upward road which tvo mm seeth 
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there will be, amid many distresses and infirmi- 
ties, an inward Light, unquenchable and full of 
comfort, for your life, not only by baptismal 
adoption, but through the faith which worketh, 
will be cc hid with Christ in God." 



V. 

JESUS, IN HOLY COMMUNION, OUR 
HEART-SEARCHING LIGHT. 



r. j. 17. 
Wheal saw Him, IfeU at His feet as 



A LOUD call to die careless pierces die ray 
^^ heart of the advancing Christian. The 
awful teachings of a Mission-week reach not 
only wide but deep. Intended as they primarily 
are for the many slumberers, they do as a fact 
startle to their inmost being the few who are 
awake — so much so that very often the real per- 
manent effect of such a work will be rather the 
stirring up of those already earnest and watchful, 
than the arousing from deadly sleep of hardened 
hearts. God forbid that we should say that 
many are not also roused thus for the first time, 
or led to see the tremendous realities of judgment 
and of hell ! But though we should pray for this 
and therefore expect it, it is most in accordance 
with the gradual changes wrought by the Spirit, 
to look more for the greater contrition of the 
contrite, the strengthened love of the lovers of 
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God, the increasing faith of those who were 
faithful before — as that which is to gladden the 
soul of the parochial minister when he settles 
down again, himself humbled and deepened, to 
his quiet labours for all intrusted to his care. 

And therefore how well it is that special ser- 
vices should be held at such a season for those 
who are communicants, or who will be such 
henceforth ; and that the stream of burning 
thoughts springing in the very source of bitter 
tears, at the smiting of the rod of God on others 
who are really hard of heart, should be drawn 
into the right channel of devotion, penitence, 
and energy, under the sobering, peaceful, blessed 
influence of the Body and Blood of Christ. 

And all the more help is drawn in truth from 
the Communion at a time like this by reason of 
the way in which it makes us think not more of 
ourselves, but infinitely less, as we gaze and feed 
by faith on Him Who is so thoroughly present. 
It is this aspect of the glorious Eucharist which 
I desire to press upon you very briefly now, in the 
belief that you will thus be at once not only better 
fitted for those other comforting meditations 
which we may hope to have together, but also 
more likely, through the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to be kept closer, though trem- 
blingly closer, to God, when the actual Mission, 
with all its opportunities, shall h^Nt'^A^w^* 
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Look then, for a moment, at this confession of 
S. John. He, the disciple whom Jesus loved, 
had leaned on His Breast, and inhaled those 
marvellous truths and blessed doctrines which 
have been the illumination, ever since, of the 
Church of God, Yet when he beholds the 
vision of that same dear Lord of his, with the 
eyes of flame, and the dazzling snow-white hair, 
and the awful mouth with its sharp two-edged 
sword, and the whole countenance shining as 
the noon-day sun, he falls at His Feet as dead. 
Still, as of old, the burning light of the saint, 
which had even guided men and warmed their 
hearts, is quenched as in a moment by the 
greater glory of the Everlasting Son. As he, 
whose beautiful Hebrew title meant, among other 
things, that he was " a judge for God/' saw, evi- 
dently by the description, 1 this self- same Jesus 
as He should be when Incarnate and glorified, 
and felt his own comeliness turned in him into 
corruption, 2 so after six hundred years does this 
other servant of his Lord, whose name implied 
that " God" was " favourable" to him, shrink in 
alarm from that sacred, wonderful Presence which 
had been his greatest joy and stay. 

Times come in our life, my friends, when the 
unutterably solemn nature of this Holy Com- 
piunion is borne in upon our hearts with such 

' Daniel x. 5, 6, cf. iii. 25. 3 lb. x. 8. 
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power that we hardly dare to receive it. Only 
a veil separates us from the King of Heaven, and 
we feel that we can all but see Him with S. John, 
that with Daniel we can be almost touched by 
Him j and we are bidden to receive Him, not 
merely as the Apostle was commanded when 
Jesus in His humiliation took the bread and blest 
it, but rather with the opened eyes of those who 
have seen His glory, to receive Him into our 
sinful bodies and our rebellious souls ! What do 
we realize then ? 

i. First, assuredly, the awful nearness of that 
Consuming Fire which God is. It is of course 
true that even in our solitary work and in our 
social gatherings and in our common enjoyments, 
God is "not far from every one of us." l Yet 
there is, I think, a sense at least of distance 
between us and Him — a sense which makes 
itself felt even at those moments which find us 
on our knees before Him. Thou prayest^ and 
the golden gate is open, O my friend ! but cc God 
is in Heaven and thou upon earth." 2 And though 
no doubt, under this Gospel dispensation, we 
have, as temples of the Holy Ghost, a Presence 
within us to guard and cleanse and gladden us, 
yet to those who fear God this Fire is so con- 
stantly a u Fire of Love," that it does not terrify 
us. You tell me, some of you, that this is what 

1 Acts xrii. 27. * lota*.'** ■*« 
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you also, find the Eucharistic Presence of your 
Saviour to be. O ye blessed of the Lord, 
God grant that the rest of us may find it so : but 
there is at least this difference, that there is a 
special coming-nigh to us of our glorious Re- 
deemer, albeit in a strengthening feast of His own 
ordaining — a closer approach to us of Him, Whom 
we have watched for, many days, and Whom in 
our secret souls, far off or near, we love. The 
radiant Face is nearer — nearer those glowing 
eyes, that Voice of thunder, those waves of har- 
monious sound, that Hand of iron might, that all- 
discerning Heart. That never-forgotten ever- 
brilliant Light is now almost a visible Form, 
burning in a Furnace, Himself a greater Fire 
than the seven times heated fiery Furnace, 1 
coming to us in the Power of His Majesty and 
searching us through and through. 

2. And are we not, next, constrained to own 
how before this Lord of Light we close our 
eyes though they are upturned in the closing, 
and shield our forehead, marked though it has 
been for years with His own precious Cross. 
We shield our forehead, and thought begins 
afresh under that holy sign ; we close our eyes, 
and they look within, deep into the secret places 
of the soul. For that great Presence is, above 
all things, heart-searching. Our very fear drives 

1 Dan. in. 25. 
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us within, thither where the fear began, to the 
heart which no man knoweth but ourselves and 
God, — the heart with its hidden idols, its evil 
treasure, its haunting memories of sin, its not 
yet fully abandoned schemes for the future days, 
its little chamber for its own unconquered self. 
There, in those inmost recesses, rises up godly 
sorrow, and "godly sorrow worketh repent- 
ance," 1 and repentance binds us to that very 
Holy One from Whom we shrank so utterly. 
But there is a long labour first, — seasons of 
coldness and depression when that glorious Lord 
seems to have withdrawn Himself, times when 
the vigilant enemy assaults us, and the subtlety 
of man tempts us to forget our kindled graces, and 
our own weak flesh deadens us to the better part 
which Christ had summoned into life. Yet, if 
we are not disheartened, but go on faithfully in 
our humble access to that Holy Table, the 
smoking flax will be found not quenched, but 
rather will revive again under the divine heat of 
that ever-mighty fire. What if the confusion of 
face be still what it used to be, the thoughts of 
the heart still as regretful, the tears as burning 
under the clasped and trembling fingers ? This 
need not necessarily be a token of our being as 
far off as ever. May it not rather show us that 
we only feel more intensely our closeness to the 

1 % Cor. Vii. 10. 
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Holy Lord God, and trace more clearly in our- 
selves, as we approach the Source of Light, the 
scars of the former deeds of darkness, the marks, 
so very many, of our present grievous imperfec- 
tion ? For it is not, surely, that we would go 
away from Him, for all this dread of Him, this 
reproaching of ourselves. Behold ! He is nigh 
for our salvation, and we dare not leave Him, — 
we dare not seek Him less frequently than be- 
fore we thoroughly knew the plague of our own 
heart. 

3. Verily there is encouragement for us in 
the revelation of this most solemn Presence. 
The Sun is rising for our poor chilled spirits. 
The lightning breaks upon us, not to startle us 
merely, but rather to show us something of the 
power of God put forth to quicken us. He the 
Holy One is beside us, but He is there for our 
life. Is it not as an echo of His own attractive 
invitation, a prelude to His own most consoling 
words, bidding you, though by, the lips of one of 
your fellows, " Draw near with faith and take 
this Holy Sacrament to your comfort ?" O 
with what trustfulness, yet with what inward 
shame, with what adoring love yet with what 
reverent fear we then make our confession to 
Almighty God ! The fire has done its first 
work, for our heart is now hot within us, and 
we know full well why we should speak with 
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our tongue. Those long-forgotten sins have 
been shown to us now, and that one little-sus- 
pected fault has been, in our wholesome self- 
communing, brought to light, and the void places 
of our souls have been searched by the candle of 
the Lord, lit by the live coal from off the altar ; 
and we know that He is but winning us to a 
fuller, truer, more thorough, more loving repent- 
ance, and that if we will judge ourselves we shall 
not be judged. Then, as we kneel to receive 
Him, not prostrate because we are not alone 
with Him, but in deep abasement bending, He 
speaks to us as He spake to our prophet-friend, 
and to our brother-disciple, in their day of self- 
humiliation, " Fear not ; I am the First and the 
Last ; I am He that liveth and was dead, and 
behold, I am alive for evermore !" 1 w O man 
greatly beloved, fear not ; peace be unto thee ; 
be strong, yea, be strong." 2 

1 Rev. i. 17, 18. 9 Dan. x. 19. 
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VI. 

JESUS, IN HOLY COMMUNION, OUR 
PURIFYING LIGHT. 



S. John i. 29. 
** Behold the Lamb o/Gcd, which taketb away the sin of the world. 
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<c /~\UR God is a consuming Fire," and the 
Sacramental Presence of His Blessed 
Son is enough, when we realize it, to penetrate 
with its glowing power the very inmost recesses 
of our hearts. But its effect is not merely to 
light up those secret places in such a way that 
we must ourselves behold them ; for if so, we 
might well depart from the Sanctuary of God, 
remembering that holy things are for holy per- 
sons, and that we with our lives so full of sin 
are not worthy of any near access to the Lord 
of glory. 

But that which burns purifies also ; and He 
Who illuminates our darkness cleanseth us, if we 
will be cleansed, from all sin. 1 It is in this 
sense surely that we can use of Jesus in the 

1 1 S. John i. 7. 
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Holy Communion, these words by which in 
the days of His flesh, before He suffered, He was 
pointed out. As then, while as yet He had not 
offered Himself as the spotless Sacrifice to God, 
He was described by that most comfortable 
name by which He should hereafter be known 
among men ; so now, when we meet together 
to show forth His Death and to feast upon Him 
as the Living Bread, we can repeat with devout 
thankfulness our " Agnus Dei," and praise that 
glorious One Who hath not only redeemed us 
to God by His Blood, but also gives Himself to 
be our spiritual Food and Sustenance in that 
Holy Sacrament, filling us with reverent fear, yet 
assuring us so thoroughly of our pardon for His 
sake, that we may serve Him without fear, and 
actually draw nigh unto Him by faith. 

This, after all, is our great call to the Altar of 
our Lord. True, that that Altar reminds us, 
every time we bend our heads towards it, of the 
one dying of the Lord Jesus. True, that, 
whenever we kneel before it, the lesson of self- 
devotion for His sake may fill us with a passionate 
love for Him. 1 True, that in every celebration 
thereon we plead before the Eternal Father, 
the full, perfect, and sufficient Sacrifice, Obla- 

1 Christians should accustom themselves to enter the House 
of God at other times besides the hours of service, and should 
make it their own home of prayer and uitexcwaaxu 
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tion, and Satisfaction, once offered in the Person 
of His Beloved Son. True, that the Sacred 
Communion may itself be spoken of as the 
bloodless Sacrifice, the representation of that 
never-to-be- repeated Death upon the Cross. 
Yet, that which chiefly draws us sinners, month 
after month, or week after week, to that Holy 
Table, is the assurance that our Saviour is 
there, the One who not only died for us but rose 
again, the One who is, above in heaven, our ever- 
living Intercessor, and still, below on earth, in 
the humblest sick-chamber as in the most splendid 
church, able and willing to feed us with His 
" Flesh" which " is meat indeed," and His 
u Blood" which " is drink indeed." l He is so 
near to us then — so near and yet so merciful, so 
gracious, so mighty to save : they are such 
thorough tokens of His Love which He offers us, 
such evident signs of His having suffered for us 
since He invites us to receive them, such marks 
of a completed Redemption, this Body and 
Blood of an ever-living Lord. There is, we 
know, such a Light, such a Fire, in His Presence 
that we cannot but examine ourselves — yet not 
that we may stay away, even when we have dis- 
covered our most shameful sins, but rather that 
we may " eat of that Bread and drink of that 
Cup," 2 and find Him in very truth our consoling 

1 5. John vi. 55. * 1 Cot. x\. ^*. 
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Light, our purifying Fire. What if we feel our- 
selves obliged, ere we do so, to go and open our 
griefs before some minister of God, that so our 
conscience may be quieted as we approach the 
Holy Lord ? Is the absolution then so satisfy- 
ing to us, that we can let the Sunday pass with- 
out communicating ? Nay, surely ; for we want 
something more than that message, blessed though 
it is and very comforting to our hearts. We want 
Christ's very self, instead of what we are ; we 
desire that our sinful bodies may be made clean 
by His Body, and our souls washed through His 
most precious Blood j we yearn to be presented, 
not in ourselves, but in Him, to the Father 
Who will only accept us in the Beloved ; we long 
to be, in Christ, so set forward on our Christian 
course, that our next step may be in righteous- 
ness, not in sin — that, whatever the past has 
been, this day at least may find us advancing in 
holiness, farther from the resisted Satan, nearer 
to our approaching God. 

O what great cause you have, my friends, for 
seeking that Holy Sacrament which is only holy 
because of the Holy Jesus, Himself as His very 
Name reminds us, Holy for us y our Sanctification, 
a Saviour for U9, so pure and therefore so purify- 
ing ! Consider your own selves, your needs, 
your fears, your anxieties, under the burning 
Light of that Blessed ?ie$£ate > TC&'&vcSi. ^cox 
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you would be, what you could do, without it 
and then, trembling, yet trustful, judging your<- 
selves yet believing on Him, receive this Holy 
Sacrament to your comfort. 

i . Are you weighed down by the recollection 
of some one great sin — some act of pride or of 
uncleanness, of dishonesty or grievous wrong, 
some word of deliberate falsehood or of con* 
temptuous anger ? Behold, no longer slain but 
living, the Lamb of God ! He is " the same 
yesterday and to-day, and for ever" 1 — the same 
to you that He was to Mary Magdalene, to whom 
so much was forgiven — the same to you that He 
was to Simon Peter, after those bitter tears — the 
same to you that He was to the blind man* who 
heeded something more than even the removal 
of his bodily darkness, 2 and to the impotent 
man, whose infirmity had not preserved him 
from sin 3 — the same to you, in the comfortable 
service which He Himself ordained, that He 
was to all whom He invited by His own com- 
fortable words, "Come unto Me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy-laden, and I will give you 
rest." 4 There is no burden so great as the 
burden of sin. If that is taken from us, there is 
no other sorrow which we cannot bear ; if that 
still presses upon us, we have not found rest unto 

1 Heb. xiii. 8. * S. John ix. 35. 

* 5. John v« 14. 4 S. Mitth. id. i&* 
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our souls ; and our Saviour's words have so far 
failed of their fulfilment: for we shall have come 
to Him, and gone back as weary, as miserable, 
as hopeless as before. But it is this chief burden 
which He does so thoroughly remove; for 
u surely He hath borne our griefs," the griefs, 
except for Him so intolerable, of our scarlet 
sins, 1 And now, when we go to Him with 
penitence and faith, we need not be afraid that 
He would make His sacrifice of none effect, or 
His Communion void of pardoning strengthening 
grace for us,or His Presence a Fire without mercy. 
O no ! as we humble ourselves to receive Him, 
His Light is to us the Light of Salvation, He lets 
us dwell in Him, and comes Himself to dwell in us, 
and our iniquity is taken away, and our sin purged. 
2, Are you wrestling in the darkness, all alone, 
with a terrible habit of evil, which is not one act, 
but many in succession, and which cleaves to you 
like the cloke that you have upon you, and as the 
girdle that you are alway girded withal ? Come 
still, and seek to be loosed in Him ; seek in Him 
light for your battle, light for your loneliness ; 
seek in Him that purity of His, that truthfulness 
of His, that self-denying spirit of His, which may 
be your very own — His strength made perfect in 
your weakness — His constant Holiness to prevail 
over your habitual inclination to sin — His Life to 

. * Isaiah IV11. 4, 5, 11 \ \. \%. 
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quicken you into continual labours of love and 
abiding patience of hope. Come to Him. What 
would it be to leave Him 1 to prolong the unequal 
fight apart from Him Who alone can give you the 
victory ? to try, without His support, to run. in 
the race, in which again and again you have 
fallen ? Come to Him ; speak to Him those 
pathetic words which, though but human, can 
reach His Divine Heart, since they plead, so 
humbly, His all prevailing merits : 

" Behold the Lamb of God ! 
O Thou for sinners slain, 
Let it not be in vain 

That Thou hast died : 
Thee for my Saviour let me take, 
My only Refuge let me make 

Thy pierced side." 1 

Thus alone will our strife against sin be 
effectual, if it be maintained in union with 
Christ Jesus — not by faith only, nor by prayer 
only, nor by the study only of His perfect Life 5 
but by these, together with that feeding on Him 
in the wonderful Communion, which is granted 
to us indeed through common forms, but which 
yet conveys to us, as nothing else that we know 
of does convey to us, the Body and Blood of our 
Lord. 

j. Are you conscious to yourself of such a 
state of imperfection, such a bias towards self, 

' Hymns Ancient and Modern, ifcfc. 
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such unwillingness to be thoroughly Christ's, 
that you dare not let that light of the Blessed 
Sacrament shine upon you ? Yet light is essential 
to growth, and you may so absorb it, that it 
shall become part of yourself. O come, for it 
has power — Jesus has power — to change you 
thoroughly. Even if you are not to be changed 
at once, yet it will be wrought, that mighty con- 
version of your whole heart and life, after a time, 
if only you will go on seeking Jesus in that 
channel of grace which He has appointed for 
you. Leave this, and you cut yourself off at 
once from one main source of light and strength. 
Follow this, and you will, so far forth, be obey- 
ing Jesus, and obedience is the path to peace, the 
way of forgiveness. Nay more ! your very dis- 
tress at these imperfections, your very aspirations 
after an entire self-surrender, your very longing 
to be wholly devoted to your Lord, will be 
deepened by these frequent Communions, and 
their practical result will be, growth in grace and 
in the knowledge and imitation of the Saviour. 
4. ' Once more, are you, though a conscientious 
Christian, troubled yet by the phantoms of your 
former sins — the traces of old habits — scars of 
the battle in which, long long ago, you were 
nearly lost ? Still come : even our blasphemies 
of thought give place at last to the holy sugges- 
tions of the innocent Lamb oi Go\> \ vc^ ^^ 
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wounds which remain to humble us, serve only 
to set off, in greater beauty, the members which 
now so utterly belong to Him. For you, if you 
have truly repented, " the darkness is past, and 
the true Light now shineth" 1 — the true Light 
which is the Lord Himself, welcomed by you, 
loved by you, sought by you, cherished by you, 
making all sorrows bearable, and all trials blessed, 
and all changes occasions of service, and all clouds 
the heralds of the brightness of His coming. 
Keep with Him more and more; when the 
Cross presses, cling to the Crucified ; when 
dimness is around you, remember more steadily 
His glorious Presence ; when the shadows bring 
before you the memories of self, look up to the 
Sun of Righteousness, for He is risen with heal- 
ing in His wings ; and He assures you, by His 
Presence here before the Judgment, that if you 
will abide in Him, He will purify you both in 
body and soul against that Day. 

1 i S. John ii. 8. 



VII. 

JESUS, IN HOLY COMMUNION, OUR 
GUIDING LIGHT. 

Acts ix. 6. 

" He trembring and astonished said, Lora\ what 'wilt Thou have me 

to dor 

1LTE which searcheth the heart and cleanseth 
the soul can also lead the humbled, puri- 
fied Christian on through the difficulties, temp- 
tations, and sorrows which beset his daily path. 
And that Presence of our Lord in the Com- 
munion, which, as we have seen, brings us, 
when we prepare for it, face to face with our 
own real self, and which, when we receive it 
with penitence and faith, does put away our sin, 
will prove to us, if we do but cherish it, like 
that Divine Presence which went up with 
Moses, to lead us on to holiness, wisdom, 
labour, comfort, rest. 

In these days, when so very many are weaken- 
ing their own sense of personal responsibility 
and of the duty of individual choice by seeking 
from their ministers direction \tv ^ tkhn&rx ^ 
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little things, as well as for the more imp* 
steps in life, it is right to remind Christians 
they have One Sure Friend to Whom they 
go and ought to go directly and constant! 
One on Whom they can lean, when all oi 
supports fail them — One Who has promised 
be always with us even to the end of the wor 
and Who has given us a pledge of His willing 
ness to direct us, in the wonderful sacramenfe 
bestowal of Himself. I do not mean, of course 
that it is not right again and again for those who 
are perplexed to ask the counsel and advice of 
those who are over them in the Lord. Still 
less do I mean that a man is sure to be safe m 
following his own judgment regardless of the 
teaching of the Church or of the warnings of his 
spiritual guides. But yet it holds good that as 
every Christian has, through Jesus, an cc access 
by One Spirit unto the Father," 1 so, whenever 
he duly partakes of the precious Body and Blood 
of the Lord he may be assured of special 
answers to prayer and of special light to accom- 
pany him on his way. Can we not see a reason 
for this ? Should we not indeed expect it to be 
so ? Where are we so likely to meet Christ 
for our good as in that which He has Himself 
appointed ? How can we be so certain to obtain 
illumination from God as when we are pleading 

1 Eph. n. i*. 
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before Him the all-prevailing Sacrifice of His 
Son ? When could we ever look for the sure 
upholding of our bodies, the settled guidance of 
our souls, if not in that Holy Sacrament which 
brings to those bodies and souls an intimate con- 
nection with Him Who is our Life? Think 
too of the very earnest prayers which, as we 
kneel thus to receive Him, we offer up : think 
of the strong aspirations after a closer walk with 
God : think of the great attraction which Chris- 
tian examples have for us then : think of the 
extent to which grace is quickened, and sin, at 
all events for a while, set aside. And add to 
this the recollection that Christ is really pre- 
sent, though you see Him not, really present 
with His Power, His Love, His Holiness : and 
you will scarcely doubt that the Table of the 
Lord is the best resort for you whenever you 
stand in need of a clue through the tangled 
maze, a pilot on the stormy deep, a star in the 
darkened heavens, a hand to steady you, and 
draw you on, and give you encouragement amid 
the bewildering sights and sounds of this per- 
plexing world. Yet is not this the very thing 
which people shrink from ? Is it not quite a 
common experience to hear it said by such a 
one that she cannot go to this Holy Communion 
because her life is so full of difficulties ? As if 
the difficulties could be tnastettA. \s^ %\as&\s\<^ 
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aloof from Jesus Christ, or as if we could 
hope to find our way through the darkness ex- 
cept with the Lord Who showeth us light ! 
Make up your mind that the rough places will 
never be made plain to you, nor the crooked 
straight, till you rest on your Saviour to Whom 
everything is plain, and all, even the most wind-* 
ing paths, like the straightest line. You must 
move onwards, if you move at all, in the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ ; you must be quick- 
ened, if at all, by the Quickening Spirit ; you 
must learn the meaning of the strange problems 
of life, if you are ever to learn it, through union 
with Him Who knoweth all things. 1 The pro- 
bable reply of many, when they are called on 
this account to the Holy Communion, will be, 
that prayer is that which brings us counsel and 
strength from God for the journey before us. 
And doubtless it is very true, that, as we thus 
lift up our souls unto Him, He shows us the 
way that we should walk in. But the privilege 
of speaking to God, though more open to us in 
the enfranchising religion of the Gospel, is yet, 
since Jesus' Death, connected with some special 
conditions; and there is a remarkable promise 
given by our Lord, which we ought thoroughly 
to consider, in reference to this : " If ye abide 
in Me, and My words abide in you, ye shall ask 

1 S. John xxi, 17. 
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what ye will, and it shall be done unto you." 1 
Now, in the original language, this abiding in 
Christ is expressed by the very same word 
which is used of our dwelling in Him, by par- 
taking faithfully of His Body and Blood. 2 Such 
participation therefore, (since without it, Jesus 
tells us, we have no life in us,) must be essential 
to our abiding in Him, and consequently to the 
full efficacy of our prayer for grace — the power 
of such prayer depending also on our holding 
fast within us those words of His which we are 
trying to obey, and on which we ground our 
trust. Nay, can we prove our trust in Him, 
our readiness to obey Him, the sincerity of our 
desire for His direction of our steps, if we de- 
liberately neglect that mode of access, that 
Divine help which He appointed so very so- 
lemnly the same night in which He was be- 
trayed? Can you hesitate as to whether you 
should take this Holy Communion or not ? 
Remember past ignorance, past coldness, past 
dejection, and then weigh carefully over against 
these the blessings which might be yours, if, 
striving diligently on your daily course, you 
would also be a constant communicant. 

I. First, you would have, as I have said, clear 
guidance for the way. And by this it is not 
merely meant that the Christian life would be- 

1 S. John xv. 7. 2 S. John vu ^ ^&. 
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come more practicable to you, more plain to you 
as a whole. This is indeed so ; but besides, 
you would find particular hindrances depart, 
particular questionings solved, particular tempta- 
tions provided with a remedy, peculiarly dark 
parts of the road lit up so brightly that every 
single footstep has its place, the thirsty desert 
marked by an actual track in the very shadow 
of the pillar of fire. Often, it is true, when we 
cling like citizens of the country to the hosts of 
Egypt, the children of the unbelieving world, 
this Divine Presence is u a cloud and darkness" 
to us, but it gives light even by night to those 
who walk on under its glorious shelter in the 
fear of God, and who remember day after day 
that far-off land to which it leads — that far-off 
land, nearer and ever nearer, where the Holy 
One will reveal Himself no longer as in a glass 
darkly, but in His perfect Beauty, no longer 
under signs and sacraments, but to the open face 
beholding Him and satisfied eternally. You too 
may be one of these. See ! there is a choice 
set before you at this very moment. Go to 
Jesus in His heavenly Feast, and say to Him 
there, " Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ?" 
You will find some trace of the Cross, Christ's 
blessed answer, on one of the two things be- 
tween which you must choose. Or you are 
hesitating as to a profession. Go to Him, and 
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join the worshipping Church as it glorifies Him, 
and then add your own humble secret petition : 
*' Show Thou me the way that I should walk in, 
for I lift up my soul unto Thee." 1 Then, not 
suddenly, but gradually, light will break in upon 
your anxious heart, and you will learn, though 
with a great self-sacrifice, the will of God for 
the rest of your pilgrimage. Or you are at your 
wits' end to know how to influence for good 
some stubborn heart which God has given into 
your charge. You pray first in the sanctuary, 
then in your own chamber, then as you go forth 
to visit that unhappy soul, and lo ! Christ is 
with you, Christ is in you, pointing out to you 
the one way of approach. Or you desire to 
conquer a fault, and it seems such a hopeless 
struggle j but you go to Him Whose grace is 
sufficient for you, and the light grows brighter, 
and fresh weapons are put into your hand, and 
again with humble resolution, with less self- 
reliance and more regard for Christ, you issue 
forth to grapple with the foe. " Your labour 
shall not be in vain in the Lord." 2 

2. For next, as you are guided on your way, 
so also zeal to run forward and fight the good 
fight is imparted to you. The light is not only 
a beacon without, but a fire kindling within. 
The Presence of your Lqrd not only helps you 
.' Pi. cxliil 6. * \£oux«..<gt« 
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on, but also constrains you inwardly. It is, if 
you are faithful to its working, a new life which 
death can never touch, and which suggests to 
you boundless hopes and thorough patience and 
entire devotion, according to His word: <c As 
the living Father hath sent Me, and I live by 
the Father; so he that eateth Me, even be 
shall live by Me," 1 The very life which you 
now live in the flesh, you may live by the faith 
of the Son of God. 2 He liveth in you. What 
a spring of holy, vigorous, Christian action! 
what a help, after your choice, to perseverance 
in that way f what a strength against the temp- 
tations which would thwart you ! His own 
graces take the place of your natural tempera- 
ment — you are no longer merely good-natured, 
or firm, or manly, but brave with His courage, 
steadfast with His might, charitable with His 
love, pure with His chastity. Be not disheart- 
ened, because as yet this seems to you an unreal 
picture — a spiritual progress utterly unlike your 
own. Rather begin to realize it, begin to move 
forward by beginning to seek, as you have never 
done, Him Who can make you perfect. Bitter 
lessons have to be learnt by us at the outsets- 
lessons of our own shameful un worthiness, of 
our cold half-hearted service, of our deep-rooted 
affection for the world, of our carnal mind unfit 

* $. John vi. 57. > G«JL vu xo. 
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for spiritual bestowals. Yet to whom should 
we go, even after all these terrible discoveries, 
but to Him Who can heal us of all our wounds, 
and give us thorough restoration in Himself, and 
send us forth renewed more and more for the 
work whereunto He has called us ? His invita- 
tions are for such as we are — His grace is for 
our weakness — His Light, though we cannot 
see at first for the brightness of it, is that which 
can draw us, and which alone can draw us, out 
of the darkness of our sin into the joy of a life 
devoted to God. 

3. It is on this, finally, that we should medi- 
tate, this increasing gladness of the heart which 
feeds upon the Body of the Lord. Light is 
risen up for it — light in the sense of re-awa- 
kened hope, and heaven-directed energy, and 
abiding fellowship with the most Holy — light in 
the assurance, revealed by the Lord Himself, 
that whoso eatech His Flesh and drinketh His 
Blood "hath eternal Life" 1 already, and need 
not dread that valley of the shadows, however 
near, because as a believer in Christ he u shall 
never die." 3 It may be indeed that times of 
coldness, and depression, and anxiety will occa- 
sionally come to test the depth of our sincerity, 
to show whether we can love our Lord when 
He seems to withdraw Himself, and serve Him 

* S. John ▼!. 54. * ^ % yfentiau «*&% 
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with thorough loyalty when we do not evidently 
discern Him. Yet it will not be all distress; 
and when we do rejoice, it will be with a joy 
which no man can take from us, and which the 
world can never give. 



VIII. 

THE LIGHT REFLECTED FROM 

JESUS. 

2 Cor. iv. 6. 

" God, Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, bath shintd in 
our hearts, to give the Rght of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the Face of Jesus Christ." 

npHESE words, joined on as they are to those 
with which we commenced our Mission 
a week ago, should be noticed briefly in connec- 
tion with their original purpose, and then as 
bearing on the special work in which we have 
been engaged. 

Now S. Paul is here speaking primarily of 
himself and his fellow Apostles. He is impress- 
ing on the Corinthians the source and the end 
of his preaching and of all his ministerial labours. 
Not himself, but the Lord has he been setting 
before them : not on his own account, but for 
Jesus' sake, has he been their servant in things 
pertaining to God. And he shows that this is 
so by the verse which I hope you wv\L c&k^ 
think of as one suggestive o£ ^ut^NWW»%fc»k 
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4 * Cor. rt*. %l. The Apostk, k will be noticed, is no longer 
•**sJrfo| rfrhf Html Till, bat of the Tail in its spiritual mean- 
)n$. At thit iMtt&r applies to the Israelites, so also does it con- 
tf>y m warning and • promise to us. 
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have this knowledge of God disclosed to us in 
the knowledge of His Son. This is the know- 
ledge which by the Gospel is preached unto us 
— this is the glorious Light which the priests, 
the Lord's ministers, should have so clear and 
resplendent in their own souls, that it may illu- 
minate the world — this the precious bestowal 
which many of us called to this sacred office 
discern so faintly in ourselves, and which yet is 
carried forward in a manner, even by those least 
faithful among us, to give grace to the humble, 
diligent, obedient hearers. Nay more, it is not 
only the minister of Christ who has this in- 
fluence upon others. Every Christian may be 
a channel (I do not say, of pardon or of recon- 
ciliation, of baptismal grace or sacramental com- 
munion, but) of enlightenment to his fellows, 
because every Christian may receive that en- 
lightenment for himself. "We all with open 
face" may behold as in a glass — even in the 
truthful record of the written Gospel — "the 
glory of the Lord j" 1 and we not merely behold 
it, but, as we gaze in faith and love, we " are 
changed" by the Holv Ghost "into the same 
linage, from glory to glory," one degree of glory 
being added to another, according to our ever- 
increasing use of gradual " grace for grace." 
I. It is this glory of the Lord^ viewed. ^ *«^ 

1 % Cot. Vw. 1%. 
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imparted treasure, that you were invited at the 
outset to contemplate. It is on this that you 
have been asked to look with special intentnest 
throughout the Mission. It is to this that some 
of you are coming so reluctantly — by this, that 
for a short time longer you are being proved — In 
this, that you may find a life absolutely satis- 
fying. It is this which, at the Holy Table, has 
been so fearfully searching your hearts — -this* 
which alone can purify you — this, which if you 
trust it thoroughly and devote yourself wholly to 
it, can guide you even unto death — this, which 
as you follow it on earth, can bring you, saved 
for ever, to the Eternal Home of our Father 
which is in Heaven. God grant that some of 
those lessons may be imprinted, not by man's 
wisdom which is so very little, but by the con- 
vincing power of the Blessed Spirit, on your 
memory and heart, to make you no longer glory 
in your riches, your strength, your skill, your 
dying body, your mind with its perishing thoughts, 
but in the Lord ! O if we could but know 
Him, and the virtue of His Cross, and the power 
of His Resurrection, how little we should think 
of ourselves, of our fancied merits or our highest 
attainments, what contempt we should pour on 
that past pride of ours, how thoroughly the world 
would be crucified to us and we unto the world I 1 

1 Gal. vi. 14. 
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2. But, my friends, if we have been, in some 
measure, taken up with the thoughts suggested 
to us, if, for instance, our hearts have been more 
open than commonly to inspirations from above* 
if we have denied ourselves some pleasures in 
order to deepen religion in ourselves and others, 
if we have been truly seeking Jesus in His 
House of Prayer, at His solemn Feast, amid the 
homes of the poor whom He regards, and by 
personal meditation on His Scriptures and our 
transgressions, if, clothing ourselves with hu- 
mility, we have hearkened to the admonitions 
and exhortations with which His ministers, for 
us, have been put in trust, if we have been will* 
ing, or do now intend, for conscience' sake to go 
through the pain and shame of opening to an- 
other our grief for sin as a grief toward God, 1 
then we have done more than learn lessons from 
the Mission, for we have been brought nigh to 
this very Light whereof we speak. Yes, and 
He, which is our Light, has been shining upon 
us. Out of His sacred Word, His Holy Com- 

1 It is not of course meant that every one must do this ; for 
confession is to be made, not at the dictation of a clergyman, but 
because of the personal pressure of personal sin. It is the privi- 
lege of the penitent, not of the priest. Only we should not be 
faithful, if, in giving instances of the use of spiritual benefits, we 
were to omit this which has, as a fact, sometimes with absolu- 
tion, sometimes without it, led n&ipf uw\% faita. tataN«*>\fiKfe 
light. 
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munion, the history of His sinless life, yes, out 
of our own quickened conscience, His bright 
beams have been coming forth, ready to instruct, 
and further, and edify, and strengthen us, and to 
guide our feet into the way of peace* Not man's 
word, but Christ's power, has issued out amid 
the crowd, even though it has been but one af- 
flicted woman that has touched Him with a 
believer's hand and heart. 

3. Does not this remind us of our own per- 
sonal needs, perhaps of our own personal long- 
ings ? Does it not make us put this inquiry to 
our secret self, " O my soul, hast thou at least 
caught some rays of that divine beauty, some 
drops of that celestial grace?" What is this 
Jesus to us? Is He dispersing the ghostly 
shadows, the haunting memories, the earth- 
clinging mists which have been so long around 
us ? Does He now and then speak peaceably to 
our sorrowful hearts, and bid them be yet of good 
cheer, and draw them into that wonderful fel- 
lowship with Himself which cannot be described, 
but which the devout communicant experiences 
again and again ? When the true light shineth, 
darkness passes, and though there is no delusive 
excitement, there is the beginning of peace, or 
the growth in heavenly knowledge, or the steady 
advance along the narrow way. Have you not 
seen it? Are not some of you my vnx&ssfc&%? 
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Have we not facts to strengthen us ? Look, if 
you will, at one who is in the path of repent- 
ance. Bitter indeed are the regrets, overwhelm- 
ing the shame, the heart almost stands still in 
the hopeless retrospect of the terrible past, those 
wasted years, that long-continued rebellion, those 
lost opportunities. Yet, after all, it is the home- 
ward journey which the angels are watching, and 
full of love are the eyes of that unseen ever- 
seeing Father, and close to that suppliant form, 
that broken heart, are the Everlasting Arms, and 
there is light on the penitent's very face. What 
a change from the sullen brow, the lustful, wil- 
ful, darkened look, the hollow painted mask of 
pleasure which was concealing so much misery 
and pain ! 

Or again, mark the victories of obedience. 
Had there been unhappy doubts about the faith, 
misgivings about God, uncertainty about the 
Saviour ? Yet some duties were plain to that 
soul : to be patient under adversity, to be active 
in charity to others, to labour diligently at com- 
mon tasks, to go on searching the Scriptures, to 
join the praying Church, to learn, at whatever 
sacrifice, the mastery of self, and the fulfilment 
of a higher will, — these were the things as to 
which the path seeftied clear : and the path was 
followed, till the Lord's own cotYSo\v\H^\fc^s*®R. 
was accomplished^ "If »rcy toaxw^^ ^» ^^ 
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will, he shall know of the doctrine." 1 Unto 
him that sat in the region and shadow of death, 
light is sprung up. 

Or, once more, take some instance, (a very 
familiar one to those who are in earnest,) of the 
exercise of grace in the faithful resistance of sin. 
It seems at times as if the temptations would 
prove too strong, the powers of withstanding far 
too feeble. Yet how different is the issue, how 
continually the saying is verified, that " He giv- 
eth more grace." 2 A child alone among ks 
filthy companions. A young girl alone amid evil 
men and worldly women. A young man alone 
with none to stand by him in the perilous fight. 
How hopeless seems such solitude ! But the face 
of Jesus Christ is turned towards those lonely 
souls, and none can set on them to hurt them. 
Yes, and though the spirits of evil are banded 
together, though Satan puts forth all his strength 
against that one struggling child of grace, faith 
summons up the fiery hosts of the Lord, and 
light breaks in upon the encompassed Elisha 
and shows a way to escape. 

O when you have honestly proved for your- 
selves what repentance is, what hearty obedience 
is, what it is to be steadfast in faith, you will 
know more than we can ever teach you of the 
Lord of glory and of His illuminating aid. 

1 S. John vii. 17. * &. ^me* Vu *. 
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4. But be not disheartened because all the 
brightness does not burst on you at once, or 
kindle your whole soul into a burning flame of 
zeal and love for God. With most of us it is 
not as with Saul of Tarsus. On him the glory 
of that Light descended as with a sudden flash ; 
on that dark void heart there fell an instantaneous 
power from on high, as when in the beginning 
God had said, " Let there be light" — u and 
there was light." 1 We may rather expect (and 
surely it is a real comfort to us that we may expect) 
to be gradually changed — as we saw even now — 
from glory to glory. Each time we study Holy 
Writ, fresh glimpses of Christ will be granted 
us : each time we go with faith to the Altar of 
our Lord, we shall see Him somewhat nearer : 
each earnest endeavour, on our part, to imitate 
the perfection of our Saviour, will be answered 
by the deeper and deeper impress of His Likeness 
-on our heart and life. 

5. Will there not be a further effect of our 
faithfulness and of His Love, also perhaps only 
gradually evident, yet wrought out in very truth ? 
The character of Jesus does not merely transform 
a;, as we approach Him ; but becomes, through 
our renewal, the means of renewing others. O 
what joy for us to be able to show, even to one 
darkened heart, the glorifying oowex <*£ xS^r. 

2 Gen. i. 3. Compare the w*c tt itot Wk*t <&&»*&*»«*- 
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Christian faith ! What a joy for us, if the irre- 
pressible voice of our thanksgiving, joining in the 
psalms and hymns of the jubilant church, should 
lead one other to share, for time and for eternity, 
in the songs of the Sanctuary, which even now, 
with angels and archangels, we sing before the 
Throne! Let us make that utterance of our 
childhood a very real one still : — 

*' By influence of the Light Divine, 
Let thy own light to others shine j 
Reflect all Heaven's propitious rays, 
In ardent love and cheerful praise/' 

We cannot duly measure the power which is 
allowed us, of thus acting upon others. Often 
indeed the rays are shed from us, when, like the 
glorious Stephen, we are rapt in the visions of 
God, and those who observe us, praying under 
our heaviest sorrows, see our face as it had been 
the face of an angel. Who less self-conscious 
than the blind ? yet who, through the inward illu- 
mination, can more touchingly attract us by the 
bliss of the heavenly expression ? 

O for ourselves and others, kindle in us, O 
God, the Fire of Thy Christ ! " Turn us 
again, Thou Lord God of Hosts, show the 
Light of Thy Countenance, and we shall be 
whole." 1 

May that, my friends, be our fervent, daily 

1 Ps. box. v 
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supplication ! Then surely, though we are as 
yet so dark, so faithless, and so cold, the realized 
Indwelling of the Comforter, the realized Presence 
of the Redeemer, shall work wondrous things for 
us and with us. Little by little, the former sins, 
the clinging habits, shall be driven from us. 
Little by little, the grace of our Lord shall be 
exceeding abundant toward us, in the conquests 
of the lusts of our vile body, and the increase of 
the strength and beauty of the inner man. So 
shall we find within us (thanks be to God) an 
earnest of that bright day, when, having fallen 
asleep awhile in Jesus, we shall wake up after 
His likeness, and be satisfied with it — like Him, 
for we shall see Him as He is, the purified be- 
holding the Pure — like Him, not, as on earth, for 
the short space of an early Communion, or of a 
secret prayer, but even for ever and ever — like 
Him, because there will be no more night and 
no more curse and no more death for us, but, in 
Him, eternal blessedness, eternal Life, and 
eternal Light. 



Lead, Kindly Light. 

" 1 was not ever thus, nor prayed that Thou 
Should st lead me on ; 
I loved to choose and see my path; but now 

Lead Thou me on. 
I loved the garish day, and, spite of fears, 
Pride ruled my will : remember not past years. 
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